
 

DEVOTION 
Truth or Love 
August 19, 2018 

Dear Church, 
 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that 
is, Christ. Ephesians 4:15 
 
"Love takes up where knowledge leaves off." ~ St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
It's a common quote among Christians: "Speak the truth in love." It's also one of the greatest 
challenges of being Christian. Even those unfamiliar with the Christian faith and this scripture 
verse battle with balancing truth and love. It is why the "white lie" - a common tactic to avoid 
sharing unflattering truths to loved ones - is so popular. 
 
I recently had a conversation with a Christian struggling with this tension between truth and love. 
A zealous soul, this Christian is convicted in the truth and concerned that many will die without 
the truth. His concern, no doubt, is born out of love. But his delivery of the truth often does not 
reveal love for the recipient.  Unsure of how to proceed, and fearful of watering down the truth, 
he has come to the conclusion that some are called to focus more on love while others are called 
to focus more on truth. 
 
I think this struggling Christian's conclusion hits at the heart of the dilemma. In our broken, 
splintered natures, we tend to see truth and love as opposing forces - at best, difficult to reconcile. 
Yet this perception that there is tension between truth and love can prove fatal. Putting truth on 
one end of the spectrum and love on the other, we are forced into measuring each situation on a 
linear plane. "Hmmm, should I err more towards the truth end or the love end today?" 
 
It only takes a little imagination to see how this approach fails. How many times have we 
encountered a person that "chose love" and glossed over the truth? We see souls confused and 



dying in the wake of this person. While "love" may have been the intent, their victims have not 
been loved. 
 
And how many times have we encountered a person who spat cruel words in the name of truth? 
While illumination (or perhaps justice) was the goal of this person, we clearly see that those left 
in their wake have bitter souls, scarred and blinded to the truth. 
 
Ultimately, Scripture reveals that God is both Truth and Love. If this is the case, the two cannot 
be contradictory or incompatible. 
 
So where does that leave us? 
 
Scripture tells us we cannot do anything "against the truth" (2 Corinthians 13:8) while also 
emphasizing that "whoever does not love does not know God." (1 John 4:8) 
 
This message doesn't offer us the luxury of a simple, clear-cut game plan to every situation we 
will ever encounter. But it does leave us with confidence that as we grow in our relationship with 
God, we will also grow in our ability to approach the challenges of life with genuine truth and 
love. 
 
I've also found it helpful to continually revisit my definitions of "truth" and "love" by examining 
the ways Christ lived out these two traits. Christ's love is both soft and tough. His expressions of 
truth are both merciful and just. He compromises neither yet expresses them differently depending 
on the need. 
 
The next time you find yourself battling with how to express something truthfully and lovingly, 
don't settle for choosing one over the other. Pause before you act and dig deeper. Allow God to 
lead you down his path of truth and love. 
 
Intersecting Faith & Life:  Which do you struggle with more? Speaking the truth or effectively 
expressing love? Pray about the reasons you get tripped up, and ask God to help you grow in your 
area of weakness. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Summer BBQ this Wednesday  - The YPD will be hosting a neighborhood meet ‘n greet 
on our own Church grounds this Wednesday, August 22 from 4-5pm.  Bring your lawn chair 
and get a chance to know some of the police officers that work in our neighborhood. Bring the 
kids and grab a hotdog or popsicle.  For questions call YPD Community Services at 575-6197. 

 
Pastor Member Visits – Are in progress, don’t wait to be called on! Schedule your meeting 
today! 
Contact Pastor Zastrow at: cell phone: # 1-605-868-8572, Email:  pastorzastrow@gmail.com  

 
PLEASE, HELP US EARN BOX TOPS FOR OUR SCHOOL! ENTER SWEEPSTAKES 
TODAY, AND EVERYDAY TO RECEIVE MORE CHANCES TO WIN!    THANK YOU,  
CAROL CAMDEN 

Volunteer needed — I’d appreciate someone doing the carpet cleaning in the Grades 1-4 
classroom. We have a machine and the solution at church. I’ll move the furniture. School starts 
Wednesday, August 29, so I’d like to have it finished by Saturday, August 25. Thanks! Marilee 
Nolte, Grades 1-4 
 

WELS CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Heading to college can be exciting, stressful, and everything in between. WELS Campus 
Ministry can help! Let us help you stay connected to God’s Word. To begin go to 
wels.net/campus-ministry and click the button “College students register here.” You can 
register for free subscriptions to Forward in Christ magazine and Meditations devotional 
booklets and will be connected to the campus pastor for your school. Students who have 
previously registered for WELS Campus Ministry are encouraged to check your profile and 
preferences and make any necessary updates. For questions please contact Ginny Mundstock at 
the WELS Campus Ministry office, ginny.mundstock@wels. net or 414-256-3279. 
  
Thanks & blessings,  Ginny Mundstock 
Missions Liaison, Promotions / Campus Ministry 
ginny.mundstock@wels.net                     phone: 414-256-3279 
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A Note from the Wandlers – Thank you to everyone who came and celebrated our 
marriage!   Your love and support were greatly appreciated and meant a lot to us! Thanks also 
for the wonderful signature platter, it turned out great! 
Love, Rick and Sandi 
 
A Visit from Pastor Salinas! – Pastor Salinas will be in town from August 22-27.  This 
year marks what would have been his dear mother’s 90th birthday.  We are so glad he is able to 
make this trip.  He will be staying with the Altenheins.  You may greet him at church services 
on Sunday morning August 26th!  We look forward to his visit! Contact info is:  
 
David J Salinas 
Pastor | Sure Foundation 
6420 Roosevelt Ave 
Woodside, NY 11377 
718.593.3280 | www.sure-foundation.org 
 
                                                   Prayer and Praise! 
 
 
Marilyn Smith – Upcoming surgery                     Karen Jankowski – Healing for back                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Doris Sumner – Recovery and strength                Patty Hoover – healing and recovery                                                               
Corae Temple – Healing and Strength                  Joy Altenhein – strength and healing 
Mark Jankowski – Healing for cancer                 Wanda Lennon – health and strength 
                                                                 
                                              Our Homebound Members 
 
       Carol Butler                                                           Anne Rhine 
       Ewald Ehlers                                                          Dorothy Johnson 
       Jack Lott                                                                Ed Peterson 
       Marlen Rieker                                                        Esther Wachter 
       Norm Campeau  
 
      Dear Church, 
     Summer is too quickly drawing to a close.  I hope you have all had a fun time on your travels or  
enjoying the backyard grill or summer garden. Keep in mind what you would like to put in your 
newletter and let me know.  I publish what I receive.  Groups will be starting up again in September 
and I will be making a calendar. Let me know the dates for all those. Let me know of any updates to 
our prayer or homebound lists.  Thanks! 
    My phone # is 833-7326, email:  slwrgeg526@yahoo.com   
Sandy Martin                                               
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